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Little Easton Parish Council 
 

 
IAN BROWN         72 ST. EDMUNDS FIELDS 
Parish Clerk         GREAT DUNMOW 
& Responsible Financial Officer       ESSEX CM6 2AN 
Email: clerk@littleeaston-pc.gov.uk      Tel: 07913 514 589 
 
Minutes of the ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING OF LITTLE EASTON PARISH COUNCIL held at the MEMORIAL 
HALL on WEDNESDAY 21st MAY 2025 AT 7:30PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 member(s) of the public 
Locum Clerk – Mrs Amanda Brown 
 

25/001 RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Benstead nominated Cllr English, 2nd Cllr Sussams.  There were no other nominations.   

RESOLUTION – Cllr English is the Chairman for 2025/26, all agreed. 
CHAIRMAN SIGNED THE ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

25/001(i) RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FOR VICE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Sussams nominated Cllr Benstead 2nd Cllr Phillips.  There were no other nominations. 

RESOLUTION – Cllr Benstead will remain the Vice Chairman for 2025/26, all agreed 
VICE CHAIRMAN SIGNED THE ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

25/002 CONFIRM OR AMEND THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIVES / RESPONSIBILITIES FOR YEAR 25-26 
PLAY AREA – Cllr Bright & Cllr Benstead 
GARDENS OF EASTON LODGE – Cllr Bright 
PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL– Cllr Benstead & Cllr Phillips 
SPEEDWATCH – Cllr English 
LITTER BINS - Cllr English 

25/003 NOTE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Peter Bright 

  

25/004 WITH REFERENCE TO THIS AGENDA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO DECLARE ANY DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTERESTS, NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE INTERESTS 
No interests were declared. 
 
25/004(i) - MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO REVIEW THEIR REGISTER OF INTERESTS AND UPDATE 
WHERE NECESSARY VIA UDC. 
Noted 

  

25/005 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 26 MARCH 2025            

RESOLUTION – Minutes approved and signed, all agreed. 
  

25/006 CONFIRM MEETING DATES FOR 2025 
  

Councillo3 Attendance 

Cllr Liam Phillips YES 

Cllr Jacqui English YES 

Cllr Ian Sussams YES 

Cllr Emma Wells NO 

Cllr Simon Benstead YES 

Cllr Peter Bright NO 

Dist Cllr Richard Haynes NO 

Cnty Cllr Martin Foley NO 
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25/007 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 

➢ Resident asked about where and when the agenda for meetings was available. 
A form had been filled in on-line from the website but they had received no 
response or the requested agenda. – CLERK to check with web host if form 
working OK 

  

25/008  RECEIVE THE DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Dist Cllr Richard Haynes Full report APPENDIX A 

➢ No District or County Councillors were in attendance, Dist Councillor 
Haynes sent in a report which was read out by Cllr Benstead. 

  

25/009 NOTE CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE  
➢ APPENDIX B 

  

25/010 FINANCE – RECEIVE STATEMENT & AGREE PAYMENTS – REVIEWED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL PRIOR TO THIS MEETING COMMENCING  
Finance statements – APPENDIX C 
 

25/010(i) - APPOINT AUTHORISER - Cllr Simon Benstead 

25/010(ii) – COUNCILLORS TO NOTE RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT - Noted 

25/010(iii) - RECEIVE UPDATE ON MOVE TO ALTERNATIVE LIGHTING ENERGY SUPPLIER, 
CURRENT SUPPLIER MOVED TO A MONTHLY CONTRACT PENDING CONFIRMATION OF HALF 

HOURLY BILLING OF UNMETERED SUPPLY STREET LIGHTING (UMS).  Agreement signed 

25/010(iv) – APPROVE INSURANCE RENEWAL WITH EXISTING SUPPLIER, CLEAR, £1072.95 
ALTERNATIVE SUPPLIERS PROVED MORE EXPENSIVE 

 RESOLUTION - to stay with Clear Insurance.  Proposed by Cllr Benstead, 2nd Cllr 
Sussams, all agreed. 
25/010(v) – APPROVE CLERK RAISING PAYMENTS FOR AUTHORISATION DURING PERIODS 
COUNCIL DOES NOT MEET, INVOICES TO BE CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS VIA EMAIL 

RESOLUTION - Proposed by Cllr Benstead, 2nd Cllr Phillips, all agreed. 
25/010(vi) – MEMBERS TO RECEIVE AND NOTE INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT COMMENTS - Noted 

25/010(vii) – COMPLETE AND SIGN ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT - Signed by Chairman 

25/010(viii) – COMPLETE AND SIGN ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENT - Signed by 
Chairman 

25/010(ix) – AGREE CLERK/RFO TO SUBMIT ALL AGAR DOCUMENTATION TO EXTERNAL 
AUDITOR  

RESOLUTION - Proposed by Cllr English, 2nd Cllr Benstead. All agreed. 
25/010(x) – CONSIDER CURRENT PROJECTS AND EXPENDITURE PLUS THOSE WHICH ARE 
*OVERFLOW FROM PREVOUS YEAR:- 
 
A) *VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED SIGNS AT c. £10,000 
B) *UPGRADE TO A FULLY PC OPERATED WEBSITE c. £2,000+ 
C) SIX SELF WATERING PLANTERS – MAN MADE MATERIAL 
D) ADDITIONAL LITTER / DOG WASTE BIN SITES 
 

All agreed. 
  

25/011 PLANNING – REVIEW AND COMMENT ON ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS OR 
APPEALS AND OUTCOMES OR PREVIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
 
UTT/25/1271/FUL 
PROPOSAL: Erection of a detached dwelling with associated access and landscaping 
LOCATION: Land Adjacent Easton View Park Road 
COMMENT DATE 11 JUNE 2025 
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There were no objections to the planning proposal.  All agreed. 
 

RECEIVE ANY UPDATE ON LITTLE BARNS SITE  - No update received. 
  

25/012 REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS 

PLAY AREA –  Nothing to report, no issues 

PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL -  Nothing to report, no issues 
SPEEDWATCH –  During April & May speeds of over 40mph were recorded at Mill End.  
Speedwatch teams will continue to monitor the traffic through the village. 

  

25/013 RECEIVE FEEDBACK ON VE DAY EVENT 

The event was hailed as a great success with lots of residents in attendance which 
included 4 councillors. 

  

25/014 CONSIDER A RESIDENT’S REQUEST TO USE THE PLAYING FIELD FOR ORGANISED, COMMERCIAL 
“EXERCISE” ACTIVITIY  

There was much discussion over the use of the playing field.  It was suggested that the 
organiser of this activity should be requested to hire the village hall so that toilets and 
kitchen facilities are available to them.  Cllr Benstead will contact the organiser to put 
this request to them.  All agreed. 

  

25/015 RECEIVE UPDATE ON SUGGESTION TO PLACE SHORT LENGTH OF GUARD RAILS EITHER SIDE OF 
RAMP ACCESS TO NEWLY LAID PATH ALONG THE BOUNDARY OF THE PLAYINGFIELD AT 
MANOR ROAD 
 

25/015(i) – CONSIDER ACQUIRING AND INSTALLING SIGN POLE(S) ALONG MANOR ROAD – 
poles will be ordered and installed as per previous resolved proposal. 
 
25/015 (ii)- DISCUSS MERITS OF INSTALLING TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ALONG A SECTION 
OF MANOR ROAD INCLUDING OPTIONS ON TYPES OF MEASURES 

There was much discussion and consideration was given about the suggestion of both 
the guard rails and the speed bumps.  It was resolved to have a consultation with the 
residents of Manor Road.  Cllr English would invite residents to the next council 
meeting in July to look at the proposals, which would be mentioned in the article for 
the 5 Parishes Magazine; the intention being to gather input/comments to gauge 
residents views and help advise the council’s thinking on the project, whether to then 
consider options / solutions and ultimately at a future meeting to include the item on 
an Agenda to be put to a vote.. 

  

25/016 CONSIDER ADOPTION OF CIVILITY & RESPECT PLEDGE AS ADVISED BY NALC 

Moved to next meeting.  All agreed. 
  

25/017 CONSIDER ADOPTION OF A BIODIVERSITY POLICY, EXAMPLE CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS 

Moved to next meeting.  All agreed. 
25/018 TO NOTE MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Cllr Ian Sussams reported that the flower containers which were requested were no 
longer available.  A new suggestion for flower containers would be brought to the next 
meeting. 

25/019 ITEMS OF REPORT OR FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AGENDA 

Litter bins – siting and renewal. 
 
25/019(i)- CONFIRM NEXT CONTRIBUTORS TO 5P MAGAZINE FOR JULY 

Cllr Liam Phillips  
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25/020 DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) –  16 July 2025, September and November 2025 

CLOSE 20:50 hrs 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………………….  
 
APPENDIX A 
 

Little Easton Annual Assembly/Parish Council Meeting – District Councillor’s report 

Local Government Reform 

Still probably the most significant issue for UDC. A response has been received from government to the 

combined letter from the Essex authorities. It has apparently subsequently been retracted but said no more 

than we knew already.  

Local Plan 

The other matter of concern at present is the development of the new Local Plan. The Regulation 19 draft 

was submitted to the Inspectorate in December and two examiners have now been appointed – Messrs 

Davies and Cooper. Preliminary questions were sent to UDC and these have been responded to. A hearing 

will take place in Saffron Walden between 10th and 19th June. A preliminary programme has been prepared 

and is available on a dedicated web page which will be regularly updated by PINS. A link is available on the 

UDC website.  

Committee Changes 

The defection of Heather Asker to Reform meant that it was necessary to consider a re-balancing of 

committee structures. The only change though, has been a minor one with a Conservative, Mark Lemon, 

moving to Audit and Standards. The only other committee change at present (although unrelated to re-

balancing) is the appointment of co-chairmen to the Planning Committee. The reason was simply to spread 

the work-load which can be considerable. The only noticeable consequence is that you may find Judy 

Emmanuel chairing a meeting rather than Richard Freeman. 

Review of Fees and Charges 

A review has been undertaken of some of the charges levied by UDC for its services. UDC allotment charges 

have therefore increased by between £12 and £42 per annum depending on size. A charge will also now be 

made for pre-application planning advice relating to the consideration of curtilage listed buildings. This will 

be based on the charge made by Place Services for the provision of advice. There will also be a change to the 

fees associated with the importation of ‘products of animal origin’ at Stansted Airport. This will be of limited 

interest however to most members of the local community!  

Member Motions 

Two member motions passed at the most recent Council Meeting – to write to Government objecting to the 

removal of The Gardens’ Trust as a statutory Consultee for planning applications and to object to the 
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imposition of inheritance tax on agricultural enterprises and to propose instead the approach suggested by 

the National Farmers’ Union.  

Cllr Richard Haynes 

 
APPENDIX B 
 

CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE – LITTLE EASTON PC 

21 MAY 2025 

APOLOGIES – Cllr Peter Bright 

Firstly my apologies I cannot be with you tonight on what is an important month in the calendar but when the surgeon 
shouts you run….well in my case you hobble…. 

As ever I have tried to ensure all pertinent matters are included in the Agenda. 

Tree surveying quotes, two in thus far, one of which is the latest company to be engaged to work on the trees at £565, 
Second company offered £650 full report to include plan view. I am awaiting a third to present to council. 

The office has received no further complaints re the parking outside the Stag pub so hopefully that is improving. 

It remains for me to advise that members have received various communications throughout the month from those 
bodies and organisations that support this sector and all other matters are covered by the agenda. 

APPENDIX C 

 

LEPC APRIL  2025 Finance Statement Budget Performance to date

Precept 34,000 Budget Net Exp Diff +/-

39,200 5,554.72 -33,645 Outline Budget 2025-2026 0 0 0

Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref Rec Credit Debit VAT Net 0 0 0 0

Open 789.95 0 0 Net 0

01/04/2025 A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv39132 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00 0 2025/26 2025/26 2025/26

01/04/2025 SSE Lighting energy supply IST8700463067FPO Y 129.58 21.60 107.57 0 Budget Actual Diff +/-

01/04/2025 SSE Lighting energy supply IST8700463068FPO Y 356.31 16.97 339.34 0 39200 5554.72 -33645.3

01/04/2025 Unity Bank Internal Txfer N/A Txfer Y 2,000.00 Cost Code Amount Amount Amount

07/04/2025 HMRC VAT reclaim XJV126000101474BGC Y 4,063.99 Salary 6000 1074.3 4925.7

10/04/2025 ActivWeb Web services Inv14153 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00 HMRC 1500 166.12 1333.88

15/04/2025 HMRC Qrtr Tax / NI 120PP002972252512FPO Y 166.12 166.12 Clerk Expenses 600 0 600

25/04/2025 UDC Precept Pt 1 N/A BGC Y 17,000.00 Training 100 0 100

25/04/2025 Employee Salary PAYE FPO Y 537.15 537.15 Chairmans Allowance 0 0 0

28/04/2025 Employee WFH Allowance N/A SO Y 26.00 26.00 Subscriptions 400 95 305

28/04/2025 Unity Bank Internal Txfer N/A Txfer Y 19,000.00 Insurance 1200 1072.95 127.05

29/04/2025 SGS Grass cut LECC Inv No6 LECC FPO Y 220.00 220.00 Admin, Bank 200 62.5 137.5

29/04/2025 HP Inv-UK - IB Printer Ink share Inv23126 FPO Y 3.00 0.50 2.50 Audit, Legal 500 130 370

29/04/2025 Amazon - IB Divider share Inv72193 FPO Y 1.80 0.30 1.50 Printing & Stationery 0 7.96 -7.96

29/04/2025 Plastoreg Ltd - IB Binder share Inv24CJI FPO Y 4.75 0.79 3.96 Lighting & Utilities 3000 753.56 2246.44

29/04/2025 Broadmead Leisure Play area maintenance Inv2921 FPO Y 510.00 85.00 425.00 Play Area 750 745 5

29/04/2025 SGS Grass cut LECC Inv No4 of 25 LECCFPO Y 220.00 220.00 Parish maintenance 23600 0 23600

29/04/2025 SGS Grass cut LEPC Inv No5 of 25 PCFPO Y 160.00 160.00 War Memorial 0 0 0

29/04/2025 SGS Grass cut LEPC Inv No3 of 25 PCFPO Y 160.00 160.00 Grass & Trees 0 1200 -1200

29/04/2025 CoudNext Web hosting renewal Inv242034 FPO Y 59.98 9.99 49.99 S137 & Grants 250 0 250

30/04/2025 Unity Bank Service charge DD Y 6.00 6.00 Hall Hire 150 0 150

Apr 23,853.94 21,631.49 146.95 2,484.13 Capital projects 0 0 0

Opening Balance 2,222.45 0.00 0.00 Website 950 84.99 865.01

Events & Parties 0 162.34 -162.34

Professional Fees 0 0 0

Contingency 0 0 0

Local & Neighbourhood Plan 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

Reserves 0 0 0

Legal costs 0 0 1000

Elections 0 0 1500

General Reserves 0 0 0

Earmarked - Play Area 0 0 5000

Total 39200 5554.72 33645.28
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LEPC MAY  2025 Finance Statement Budget Performance to date

Precept 34,000 Budget Net Exp Diff +/-

39,200 5,554.72 -33,645 Outline Budget 2025-2026 0 0 0

Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref Rec Credit Debit VAT Net 0 0 0 0

Opening Balance 2,222.45 0.00 0.00 0 0 Net 0

01/05/2025 A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv36236 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00 0 2025/26 2025/26 2025/26

06/05/2025 SSE Energy Electricity Inv 02786799 DD Y 17.96 2.99 14.87 0 Budget Actual Diff +/-

06/05/2025 SSE Energy Electricity Inv 02786264 DD Y 76.92 3.66 73.26 0 39200 5554.72 -33645.3

12/05/2025 ActivWeb Web support Inv14355 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00 Cost Code Amount Amount Amount

15/05/2025 A&J Lighting Annual repairs Inv 39257 DD Y 31.50 5.25 26.25 Salary 6000 1074.3 4925.7

Letchwood Internal Audit Inv 170525 FPO 130.00 130.00 HMRC 1500 166.12 1333.88

SLCC Subscription MEM254329-1 FPO 95.00 95.00 Clerk Expenses 600 0 600

SGS Grass cutting Inv No8 of 25 LECCFPO 220.00 220.00 Training 100 0 100

SGS Grass cutting Inv No7 of 25 PCFPO 160.00 160.00 Chairmans Allowance 0 0 0

Clear Insurance Insurance LCO00373 FPO 1,072.95 1,072.95 Subscriptions 400 95 305

MHMC VE Day 1/3 reimburse Various FPO 162.34 162.34 Insurance 1200 1072.95 127.05

Admin, Bank 200 62.5 137.5

Audit, Legal 500 130 370

Printing & Stationery 0 7.96 -7.96

Lighting & Utilities 3000 753.56 2246.44

Play Area 750 745 5

Parish maintenance 23600 0 23600

War Memorial 0 0 0

Grass & Trees 0 1200 -1200

S137 & Grants 250 0 250

Hall Hire 150 0 150

MAY 2,222.45 2,037.47 23.70 2,013.67 Capital projects 0 0 0

Opening Balance 184.98 0.00 0.00 Website 950 84.99 865.01

Events & Parties 0 162.34 -162.34

Professional Fees 0 0 0

Contingency 0 0 0

Local & Neighbourhood Plan 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

Reserves 0 0 0

Legal costs 0 0 1000

Elections 0 0 1500

General Reserves 0 0 0

Earmarked - Play Area 0 0 5000

Total 39200 5554.72 33645.28


