Little Easton Parish Council

IAN BROWN 72 ST. EDMUNDS FIELDS
Parish Clerk GREAT DUNMOW

& Responsible Financial Officer ESSEX CM6 2AN

Email: clerk@littleeaston-pc.gov.uk Tel: 07913 514 589

Minutes of the MEETING OF LITTLE EASTON PARISH COUNCIL held at the MEMORIAL HALL on WEDNESDAY
16 JULY 2025 AT 7:00PM

Councillor Attendance
Clir Liam Phillips YES
Clir Jacqui English NO
Clir lan Sussams YES
Clir Emma Wells YES
Clir Simon Benstead YES
Clir Peter Bright YES
Dist ClIr Richard Haynes NO
Cnty ClIr Martin Foley NO

5 member(s) of the public
Clerk — Mr lan Brown

25/021 NOTE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Jacqui English — on leave
Cnty Cllr Martin Foley and Dist ClIr Richard Haynes offered their apologies too

25/022 WITH REFERENCE TO THIS AGENDA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO DECLARE ANY DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTERESTS, NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE INTERESTS

Cllr Liam Phillips, ClIr Peter Bright and Cllr Simon Benstead confirmed their interest | Item 25/032

25/023 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 21 MAY 2025
RESOLUTION — Approve the minutes of the PC meeting of 21 May 2025; Proposed Clir
Simon Benstead; Seconded Clir lan Sussams

25/024 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Members of the public may raise questions about and comment on items on the Agenda OR of
import. Session is limited to 15 minutes (3 minutes per person with no repetition of a previous
guestion)

» Footway at Mill End remains in need of maintenance

» Tree House parking sign at back of Mem hall car park over weekend, with a caravan on site
too; Diocese has requested the tree house be removed from their land; council to pursue
with Diocese contact

25/025 RECEIVE THE DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Combined report attached at APPENDIX A

25/026 NOTE CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE
See APPENDIX B
25/027 FINANCE — RECEIVE STATEMENT & AGREE PAYMENTS — REVIEWED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE

COUNCIL PRIOR TO THIS MEETING COMMENCING
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RESOLUTION: Approve finance statement; Proposed Cllr Simon Benstead; Seconded ClIr lan
Sussams

Finance statement at APPENDIX C

25/027(i) - APPOINT AUTHORISER
Cllr Peter Bright

25/027(ii) — COUNCILLORS TO NOTE RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT
Noted

25/027(iii) — COUNCILLORS TO NOTE BUDGET PERFORMANCE TO DATE, SEE FINANCE STATEMENT
Noted

25/027(iv) — ADOPT LATEST FINANCIAL REGULATIONS ISSUED BY NALC
RESOLUTION: Adopt latest Finance Regs; Proposed ClIr Simon Benstead; Seconded Clir Emma Wells

25/027(v) — APPROVE AMENDING BANK TO REQUIRE TWO SIGNATORIES TO AUTHORISE
PAYMENTS
RESOLUTION: Approve amendment; Proposed Cllr Simon Benstead; Seconded Cllr Emma Wells

25/027(vi) — APPROVE AMENDING CHAIRMAN’S AUTHORISATION TO RAISE PAYMENTS IN THE
PROLONGED ABSENCE OF THE PROPER OFFICER

RESOLUTION: Approve mandate amendment: Proposed Clir Simon Benstead; Seconded Clir Peter
Bright

25/027(vii) — CONSIDER CURRENT PROJECTS AND EXPENDITURE PLUS THOSE WHICH ARE
*OVERFLOW FROM PREVOUS YEAR:-

A) *UPGRADE TO A FULLY PC OPERATED WEBSITE c. £2,000+
Now completed at 1050 + VAT - remove ITEM from agenda

B) SIX SELF WATERING PLANTERS — MAN MADE MATERIAL — CLLR IAN SUSSAMS
Cannot currently locate self watering planters but Clir lan Sussams and Clir Liam Phillips to
continue search

C) AGREE ADDITIONAL LITTER / DOG WASTE BIN SITES- CLLR JACQUI ENGLISH TO ADVISE
Defer to next meeting

25/027(viii) — CONSIDER QUOTES TO COMPLETE PLAYINGFIELD TREE SURVEY, IN NO PARTICULAR
ORDER, AND APPOINT CONTRACTOR -

CONTRACTOR A - £450.00, CONTRACTOR B - £650.00, CONTRACTOR C - £565.00

RESOLUTION: Accept proposal A at £450; Proposed ClIr Simon Benstead; Seconded Cllr Emma Wells
CLERK to ACTION

25/027(iv) — AGREE WREATH SELECTION AND DONATION TO RBL
Same selection and donation as last year; CLERK to ADVISE RBL

25/028

PLANNING — REVIEW AND COMMENT ON ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS OR APPEALS
AND OUTCOMES OR PREVIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

UTT/25/1609/DFO

PROPOSAL: Details following outline application UTT/21/1708/0P - for the strategic
landscape buffer to include woodland planing, Landscaping, foot cycle paths and
boundary treatments and for partial discharge of conditions 5 and 8 in relation to strategic
Landscape Buffer areas only

LOCATION: Land East Of Highwood Quarry (Landscape Buffer) Woodside Way
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COMMENT DATE FOR PC — 17 JULY 2025
Comments to appear in these minutes at APPENDIX D

RECEIVE ANY UPDATE ON LITTLE BARNS SITE
Awaiting response to Highways objection

25/029

REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
PLAY AREA — Nothing to report

PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL — Nothing to report
SPEEDWATCH - Nothing to report

25/029(i) - AGREE RESPONSE TO CSW RE THE 20s PLENTY CAMPAIGN
CLERK to advise of their approval

25/030

REVIEW AND ADOPT UPDATED STANDING ORDERS

RESOLUTION - Approve adoption of updated Standing Orders: Proposed Clir Emma Wells;
Seconded Cllr lan Sussams

25/031

RECEIVE FEEDBACK ON A RESIDENT’S REQUEST TO USE THE PLAYINGFIELD FOR ORGANISED,
COMMERCIAL “EXERCISE” ACTIVITY (RECOMMENDATION CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS) — CLLR
SIMON BENSTEAD

Use field once per week for training, predominantly female attendees. Suggested they hire the hall
for 1.5 hours, hall now booked with MHMC. If event expands suggested they may then be asked to
contribute towards other costs associated with the field.

25/032

RECEIVE UPDATE ON SUGGESTION TO PLACE SHORT LENGTH OF GUARD RAILS EITHER SIDE OF
RAMP ACCESS TO NEWLY LAID PATH ALONG THE BOUNDARY OF THE PLAYINGFIELD AT MANOR
ROAD

Clir Simon Benstead outlined proposals for “estate type railings” either side of On-Off ramps
complete with photographic representation, to be bolted to the newly paid kerbs. Pricing circa - 1M
length at £60 and 2M length at £90 + VAT all plus delivery.

A concern raised over fixing methods for proposed railings.
Decision to put item on next agenda (NB ClIr Benstead has resigned from the council)
25/032(i) — RECEIVE UPDATE ON INSTALLING SIGN POLE(S) ALONG MANOR ROAD

Poles yet to be purchased, Clir Simon Benstead to action (NB Clir Benstead has resigned from the
council)

25/032 (ii)- RECEIVE REPORT FROM CLLR SIMON BENSTEAD OUTLINING OPTIONS AND MERITS
FOR ANY TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ALONG MANOR ROAD, TO INVITE VIEWS, COMMENTS
AND ALTERNATIVES FROM COUNCILLORS AND RESIDENTS.

Photographic representation of speed humps installed along Manor Road displayed.
Tarmac built options discussed along with painting, Contractor suggested £1850 plus VAT to build
and install tarmac version.

Discussion over need for traffic calming measures and such as rumble strips at present installed
along Park road.
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Consider deferring to future date, Clir Simon Benstead advised members to forget / ignore
suggestion and remove from the Agenda (NB Clir Benstead has resigned from the council)

CLERK TO COLLATE THOSE COMMENTS AND PRODUCE A REPORT TO PRESENT TO COUNCIL FOR
CONSIDERATION AT A FUTURE MEETING.

25/033 CONSIDER ADOPTION OF CIVILITY & RESPECT PLEDGE AS ADVISED BY NALC
Council agreed to NOT adopt the Pledge

25/034 CONSIDER ADOPTION OF A BIODIVERSITY POLICY, EXAMPLE CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS
RESOLUTION: Approve adoption of Policy; Proposed Clir Emma Wells; Seconded ClIr Peter Bright

25/035 CONSIDER SID DISPLAY OPTIONS AND AMEND / KEEP ACCORDINGLY
To be kept as is and remove item from Agenda

25/036 CONSIDER ADVISING ANGLERS RE LITTERING IN THE LAUNDRY LANE AREA AND NEWSLETTER TO
RESIDENTS REQUESTING THEY HELP BY KEEPING WASTE BIN LIDS CLOSED

CLERK to ask UDC for schedule of bin collections

Price for extra larger bin for members to consider on next agenda to be supplied by the CLERK

25/037 TO NOTE MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
None to note

25/038 ITEMS OF REPORT OR FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AGENDA

To be advised if any arise

25/038(i) CONFIRM APPOINTED CONTRIBUTOR TO 5P MAGAZINE
Clir lan Sussams

25/039 DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) — 24 SEPTEMBER 2025 — CLOSE
8:32pm

Clir Peter Bright announced he is stepping down as of this meeting

APPENDIX A

Dear lan

From a District perspective there are two major outstanding issues — Local Government Reform and the
Local Plan. With regard to the former, UDC are supporting the five unitary authorities option for Essex which
would entail a merger with Harlow and Epping Forest. Three authorities and four authorities options are also
being considered. The decision is with central government and more may be known this autumn.

With regard to the local plan the examination is over and we now await the examiners’ report and proposed
modifications. It is anticipated that these will be available in September. Until then there is little point in
speculating. All planning applications will for the time being, be considered against the 2005 Local Plan.

One other point that was debated by Scrutiny Committee and was due to come to Cabinet was the
introduction of a development charge on residential schemes to provide a contribution by way of mitigation
for the additional visitor pressures that will be placed on Hatfield Forest. There will be a scale of charges
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applying to applications in Harlow, Epping Forest and East Herts as well as Uttlesford. The charge for
Uttlesford will be £1,333 per dwelling.

If you need anything more let me know.

Clir Richard Haynes

APPENDIX B

CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE — LITTLE EASTON PC

16 JULY 2025
APOLOGIES - ClIr Jacqui English on hols with COVID
All Q1 taxes have been paid.
The final street lighting electricity invoice for May 2024 has now been settled with DRAX at £83.09
No response from the External Auditor to date which could be good news.

Members will know but residents will not know that the SID in Mill End will enjoy its upgrade by month end as should
the device North of the village have its angle of detection altered.

| understand there have been complaints ref road closures and lack of consideration or courtesy from contractors
either parking or working on the highway.

The Memorial Hall have requested the hall car park sign be reinstated, evidently the footpath works saw it removed?
As ever | have tried to ensure all pertinent matters are included in the Agenda.

It remains for me to advise that members have received various communications throughout the month from those
bodies and organisations that support this sector and all other matters are covered by the agenda.
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APPENDIX C

LEPCJULY 2025 Finance Statement

Precept 34,000 Budget  Net Exp Diff +/-
39,200 9,272.09| -29,928
Date lSuppIier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref |Rec|Credit Debit VAT Net
Opening Balance 2,231.33 0.00 0.00
01/07/2025  |A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance  [Inv 39355 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00
04/07/2025  [SSE Energy Lighting electricity V03085378 DD Y 17.96 2.99 14.87
04/07/2025  |SSE Energy Lighting electricity V03086705 DD Y 76.92 3.66 73.26
10/07/2025  |ActivWeb Web support INV 14757 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00
15/07/2025 |DRAX Energy Lighting electricity 2024 |A70252 FPO Y 83.09 3.95 79.14
15/07/2025 |HMRC Q1 Tax /NIC 120PP00297225260| FPO Y 209.39 209.39
SGS Grass cutting Inv15to 17 FPO 540.00 540.00
ActivWeb Website upgrade Inv 14627 FPO 1,260.00 210.00 1,050.00
SSE Energy Lighting electricity V03150267 DD 6.84 0.33 6.51
SSE Energy Lighting electricity V03150518 DD 55.74 2.65 53.09
Unity Trust Bank Service charge No 031 DD 6.00 6.00
July 2,321.95 458.16 22.40 435.66
Opening Balance 1863.79 0 0
Current T1 £1,863.79
Instant Access| £59,471.16
APPENDIX D

Dear Sirs,

Budget Performance to date

Outline Budget 2025-2026

0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 Net 0
02025/26  2025/26  2025/26

0[Budget  Actual Diff +/-
0[39,200.00 9,272.09 -29,927.91

‘Cost Code Amount  Amount  Amount

Salary 6,000.00 1,647.25 4,352.75
HMRC 1,500.00 375.51 1,124.49
Clerk Expenses 600.00 0.00 600.00
Training 100.00 0.00 100.00
Chairmans Allowance 0.00 0.00 0.00

Subscriptions
Insurance

Admin, Bank

Audit, Legal
Printing & Stationery
Lighting & Utilities
Play Area

Parish maintenance
War Memorial
Grass & Trees

5137 & Grants

Hall Hire

Capital projects
Website

Events & Parties

400.00 95.00 305.00
1,200.00 1,072.95 127.05
200.00 94.50 105.50
500.00 130.00 370.00
0.00 12.53 -12.53
3,000.00 871.57 2,128.43
750.00  825.00 -75.00
23,600.00  280.45 23,319.55
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 2,500.00 -2,500.00
250.00 0.00 250.00
150.00 0.00 150.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
950.00 1,204.99 -254.99
0.00 162.34 -162.34

Professional Fees 0.00 0.00 0.00
Contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00
Local & Neighbourhood Plan 0.00 0.00 0.00

0 0.00 0.00 0.00
Reserves 0.00 0.00 0.00
Legal costs 0.00 0.00 1,000.00
Elections 0.00 0.00 1,500.00

General Reserves
Earmarked - Play Area
Total

0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 5,000.00
39,200.00 9,272.09 29,927.91

Re: Details following outline application UTT/21/1708/OP - for the strategic landscape buffer
to include woodland planting, Landscaping, foot cycle paths and boundary treatments and
for partial discharge of conditions 5 and 8 in relation to strategic Landscape Buffer areas

only.

Little Easton Parish Council has reviewed the detailed plan for the Landscape Buffer
(henceforth the “buffer’) that is designed to delineate the 1,000 to 1,200 new houses from
the Little Easton Conservation Area and associated historic properties in the parish that are
the most impacted by the new development. The comments and observation that follow

only refer to the buffer and not the Visual Mitigation Zone.

At the public inquiry held during the summer of 2022 some discussions covered the
intention of the buffer to soften the effect of a large housing development abutting the most
historic area of Little Easton Parish (henceforth the “Parish”) and ensure retention of the
essence of one of the oldest parishes in Essex. But there were a few key questions that
were inadequately addressed or glossed over and, even with this detailed application,
remain unaddressed. LEPC recognises that some attendees at the inquiry were left with the
impression that the buffer would act as a ‘firewall’ between the old and the new. And that is
clearly not possible with the Saffron Trail ‘punching a hole’ through this purported firewall.
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Turning to the documents that comprise the application, we note the text within the
Proposed Landscape Buffer Plan — Key Diagram:

1. Saffron Trail enhancements are to come forward under separate planning
application; and

2. Land safeguarded for future footpath connection subject to separate planning
application. [Note: Future footpath proposed to be connected to the Saffron Trail.]

The Saffron Trail as an entity is only 25 years old although it does incorporate centuries of
paths and bridleways. Albeit that a separate planning application is to be made, LEPC are
concerned that one or both of these comments re the Saffron Trail would be detrimental to
the buffer and, by consequence, the Conservation Area. The negative experience of
Hatfield Forest to local development has made Little Easton’s parishioners particularly
nervous. Likewise, the experience of the Parish during the Covid era and the loosening of
lockdowns resulted in many discovering the Conservation Area for the first time,
unfortunately leading to substantially increased littering and misuse.

With regards to the detailed Stantec Landscape Management Plan there are three basic
categories, the detail within which LEPC would like noted and, where appropriate, carefully
considered and addressed:

1. Size and composition of the buffer

a. LEPC are pleased to note the full width of the buffer where trees dominate is
at least 25m deep, which increases to 40m when grassed and scrub
boundaries are added. But maintaining the buffer at these levels long-term is
essential to ensure the Parish continues to be recognised as a separate
parish, regardless of whatever the future may hold for ultimate council
administration of the development area and the historical parish.

b. Para 4.1.5 states that an existing tree survey will be undertaken in Year 1 and
a suitable specialist tree surgeon should be employed to do this. LEPC
requests that this tree surgeon be either approved and known by UDC or
vetted by UDC. Absolute independence is critical as too many trees have
been lost in the past to poor review. LEPC are content to work with UDC in
this regard.

2. Length of time to grow the buffer

a. During the Public Inquiry there was an optimistic time for the buffer to reach
full maturity within 15 years from first planting. But there was some dissention
from attendees and contributors who felt that 20 to 25 years would be more
realistic. But the point missed is that in the period of 1 to 15 years, when the
buffer is still maturing, house construction will be taking place and houses will
start being occupied. During this time what is to prevent random paths
being created through many parts of the buffer thus created multiple
long-term incursions? What protection is proposed for the buffer this
this growing phase? It is currently not clear how many houses would be
fronting the buffer and determine the relevant ease by which the buffer could
be compromised. The Saffron Trail is the only approved path and thus gives
the Conservation Area some measure of protection but multiple paths
knowingly and unknowingly made by new residents threatens that protection.
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b. Para 4.1.6 & 4.1.8 state “Replace any plants/trees which have been removed,
uprooted or destroyed within 5 years after planting (or the specific time agreed
with the LPA), in the first planting season following the loss.” Given the
duration of construction LEPC believes this should be changed to 10
years.

c. Para 4.1.17 states “To provide fencing as a wildlife control measure, to aid
tree buffer establishment and ensure clean, safe, attractive and functional
routes for pedestrians and cycle movement as appropriate

d. through the buffer planting.” But upon reviewing the Proposed Landscape
Buffer Plan — Key Diagram the only route by which pedestrians can
penetrate the buffer is via the Saffron Trail. Therefore, any other routes
are not approved by this application.

3. On-going maintenance

a. Section 6 — “The responsibility for funding and delivering the implementation
and management of the LMP before, during and immediately after the
construction period for the Strategic Landscape Buffer will be with the
Developer”. But what happens after construction is complete. Who
maintains the buffer?

b. Para 6.2.1 states “The LMP is a dynamic document that will be viewed
regularly and developed or amended as circumstances change and the site
evolves.” No-one should have any trust in phrases such as “dynamic
document”. Such phrases generally mean that the long-term maintenance is
subject to change, either good or bad and unfortunately, it's normally the
latter. The buffer will need maintaining for decades into the future. There
should be an understanding now as to who is expected to take on this
mantle in order to mitigate any number of future issues.
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