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Little Easton Parish Council 
 

 
IAN BROWN         72 ST. EDMUNDS FIELDS 
Parish Clerk         GREAT DUNMOW 
& Responsible Financial Officer       ESSEX CM6 2AN 
Email: clerk@littleeaston-pc.gov.uk      Tel: 07913 514 589 
 
Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING OF LITTLE EASTON PARISH COUNCIL held at the MEMORIAL HALL on 
WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7:00PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 member(s) of the public 
Clerk – Mr Ian Brown 
 

24/046 NOTE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None given 

  

24/047 WITH REFERENCE TO THIS AGENDA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO DECLARE ANY DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTERESTS, NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE INTERESTS 
Item 24/052(iv) - Manor road – Interests declared by Cllr Peter Bright and Cllr Simon Benstead 
 

  

24/048 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING 24 JULY 2024 
RESOLUTION – Approve the minutes of the meeting held 24 July 2024: Proposed Cllr Ian 
Sussams; Seconded Cllr Simon Benstead 

  

24/049 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
Members of the public may raise questions about and comment on items on the Agenda OR of 
import.  Session is limited to 15 minutes (3 minutes per person with no repetition of a previous 
question) 
 

➢ Little Barns swimming school objections include the granting of an alcohol licence; no 
planning permission granted for swim school, café and fence removal; no publicised fire 
inspection; petting farm / zoo, a member of public was bitten and complaint put 
forward to the owners.  

➢ Is a Licence required for private hire of a swimming pool after hours? Is there a 
possibility of an  H&S issue? 

➢ Recognition that the PC have not received any documents surrounding the licensing 
application or any associated H&S report. 

➢ Highways – should there be 150M length clear vision at an egress opening onto a 
national speed limit highway 

➢ Who to contact at UDC and ECC for further advice 
➢ Playing-field - can hall hirers use the field and play area for such as children’s parties. 

  

Councillor Attendance 

VACANT  

Cllr Jacqui English YES 

Cllr Ian Sussams YES 

Cllr Emma Wells YES 

Cllr Simon Benstead YES 

Cllr Peter Bright YES 

Dist Cllr Richard Haynes YES 

Cnty Cllr Martin Foley YES 
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24/050 
Left 7:31 

RECEIVE THE DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
See full reports attached at APPENDIX A and APPENDIX B 
 
Dist Cllr Richard Haynes – Little Barns, Enforcement investigation completed; owner to submit 
retrospective planning application, yet to be validated awaiting further information from the 
applicant. Once published the community and statutory consultees can then comment. 
 
UDC – Local Plan out for consultation, until 14 / 10 for representations. Not much to be of 
concern in this parish. Other wards are under threat. Maintenance of social housing by the 
Contractor is of a concern; UDC due to take the social housing estate back in house for 
maintenance 
 
Cnty Cllr Martin Foley – Little Barns, Highways awaiting publication of application to then assign 
an Officer to the case. Highways 30mph extension on Duck Street progressing. 
 

  

24/051 NOTE CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE  
Full report APPENDIX C 

  

24/052 FINANCE – RECEIVE STATEMENT & AGREE PAYMENTS – REVIEWED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL PRIOR TO THIS MEETING COMMENCING 
RESOLUTION - Approve finance statements; Proposed Cllr Simon Benstead; Seconded Cllr Peter 
Bright - unanimous 
 
Finance statements - APPENDIX D 
 
24/052(i) - APPOINT AUTHORISER 
Cllr Peter Bright 
 
24/052(ii) – COUNCILLORS TO NOTE RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT 
Noted 
 
24/052(iii) – UPDATE ON  CHANGE OF STREET LIGHTING ENERGY SUPPLIER FOR A 12 MONTH 
CONTRACT TO SSE ENERGY – AWAITING FIRST BILLING 
SSE IT updating system to implement LEPC portal access 
 
24/052 (iv) UPDATE ON PROJECT PROGRESS OR COMPLETION TO DATE 

A) MANOR ROAD KERBING WORKS c. £15,000 
Delayed due to Gigaclear fibre cable found which should not be in the position and on 
the wrong side of road as per Gigaclear’s own maps. Gigaclear agreed to change route 
of fibre when road contractor returns, contractor suggests from 16 October. PC 
charged £1100 by the contractor for the aborted works 

B) VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED SIGNS AT c. £10,000 
Duck Street 30mph zone to be implemented which changes site requirement for VAS 
and thus site surveys required by the contracted engineers. Request to Denbury for a 
financial assistance for the VAS, no response to date 

C) UPGRADE TO A FULLY PC OPERATED WEBSITE c. £2,000 
Although council would prefer to support a local business it requires serious discussion 
with the current provider due to their proposed costings being significantly more than 
the alternatives that cater for our sector. 
 

24/052 (v) – CONFIRM COMMUNITY GRANT AWARD APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO UDC FOR 
SENSORY PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Application submitted for the purchase of tubular chimes costing £1480 for the play area 
 
24/052(vi) – AGREE RISK REGISTER REVIEW AND PRODUCING OUTLINE THREE YEAR BUDGET 
AS RECOMMENDED IN THE RISK REGISTER 
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Review document circulated to members prior to the meeting 
Recurring expenditure will increase but none recurring may well reduce 
RESOLUTION - Approve risk register and three year budget in principle; Proposed Cllr Simon 
Benstead; Seconded Cllr Emma Wells 

  

24/053 PLANNING – REVIEW AND COMMENT ON ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS OR 
APPEALS AND OUTCOMES OR PREVIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
TRAF8320 - Duck Street, 30mph SLO, Little Easton, Uttlesford Version 3 
The purpose of extending the 30mph speed limit is to enhance the road safety by 
reducing vehicular speeds when approaching the new development, and the bend 
around Duck Street. The frontage of the new development will fall within a 30mph 
speed limit rather than a 40mph speed limit which will reduce the risk of collision. 
 
Further details: All associated documents for the proposed scheme are available on 
the Essex Highways website: www.essexhighways.org/traffic-regulation-orders 
COMMENT DATE 11 OCTOBER – No Objections 
 
UTT/24/2283/FUPROPOSAL: S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of 
UTT/23/0424/FUL 
(Erection of 2 no. detached self / custom build dwellings.) -addition of two cart-lodges 
LOCATION: Willow Creek Stud Duck Street 
COMMENT DATE 04 October 2024 – No Objections 

  

24/054 AGREE OUTLINE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR HIRE OF THE RECREATION GROUND 
Suggest use for commercial hirers could incur a going rate or no commercial use allowed; outline 
terms to be drafted for further consideration 

  

24/055 AGREE ARRANGEMENTS FOR WREATH LAYING ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 
Proposed Cllr Peter Bright with others to cover in an emergency 

  

24/056 CONFIRM PARISH MAINTENANCE AND GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT APPOINTMENT FOR 2024-
2025 
Contract to be drafted for SGS Maintenance to sign 
SGS Maintenance duly appointed subject to review in 2025 
Price A1 agreed for Areas of grass cut / strim  including the War Memorial area maintenance 
PriceA2  agreed for Cricket ground / Playingfield areas 

  

24/057 RECEIVE UPDATE ON SUITABLE BODYCAM PURCHASE OPTIONS – CLLR IAN SUSSAMS 
Speedwatch been in action twice thus far; Bodycams options under review, £55 per camera, 
three required. 
CLERK to ACTION – Cllr Ian Sussams to forward details to the Clerk 
RESOLUTION – Approve purchase of three bodycam; Proposed Cllr Peter Bright; Seconded Cllr 
Simon Benstead 

  

24/058 REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS 
PLAY AREA – Cllr Peter Bright & Cllr Simon Benstead 
Cradle seat replaced by Broadmead Leisure, fencing vandalised, needs fixing 
CLERK to ACTION to appoint repairer 
PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL– Cllr Simon Benstead 
All OK, water drainage holes working 

  

24/059 RECEIVE UPDATE ON LECC LICENCE REVIEW – CLLR EMMA WELLS 
Longer term agreement might be more suitable, cap on number of home games, netting to be 
reviewed along Manor Road, matches do limit use of the facilities by other residents 
 
New rolling ten year agreement, renewed annually to be drafted implementing changes and 
circulate to members for their consideration 
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24/060 RECEIVE UPDATE ON CURRENT TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR RE FINAL VISIT AND 
CONSIDER NEXT ACTIONS 
Contractor due to visit w/c 21 October 
Once final works completed consider Arborist annual review before going out to tender 

  

24/061 RECEIVE UPDATE FROM  CLLRS APPOINTED TO REVIEW THE EMERGENCY PLAN 
Closer to completion by Cllr Jacqui English 

  

24/062 TO NOTE MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Agree to keep a handle on these matters and report items to statutory agencies 
Cllr Peter Bright to draft response to Local Plan. 
Pothole adjacent to Denbury Homes development increasing in size, to be reported to Highways 
plus request site visit with Highways to inspect sunken road and  newly installed kerb line at the 
entrance. Members to Action. 

  

24/063 ITEMS OF REPORT OR FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AGENDA 
As per items on this Agenda due to be completed 
 
24/063(i)- CONFIRM NEXT CONTRIBUTOR TO 5P MAGAZINE 
Cllr Emma Wells 

  

24/064 DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) –  27 November 2024 – CLOSE 

20:53 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………….  
 
 
APPENDIX A 
 

Report to Little Easton Parish Council by District Cllr Richard Haynes 

September 2024 

As expected, the summer months have been relatively quiet as far as District Council matters are 

concerned. Apart from some minor excitement over an application for a Dangerous Wild Animals 

licence the only matter of note has been the publication and approval of the Regulation 19 draft of 

the Local Plan. The document was approved for consultation at an Extraordinary Council Meeting 

on 30th July. A motion by the Lib Dems to amend the draft to remove the housing allocation at 

Takeley was generally regarded as a ‘wrecking motion’ and was defeated. The consultation process 

is now underway and the consultation period will run until 14th October. This is a slight extension to 

take account of some additional technical Highways data. The simplest way to respond is on the 

UDC website where we are assured that the software is rather better than that which was used for 

Regulation 18. I am sure parish councillors will have read the full document together with its 

indecipherable maps and appendices so I will not go into detail here. Suffice to say that the villages 

in this ward all come out very well to the extent that they have received no strategic housing 

allocations. This could of course, change at the Examination but UDC will be defending this position. 

Once again Takeley and now Elsenham have become the principal dumping grounds for more 
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housing and Takeley has also become the recipient of a hideous employment allocation with HGVs 

exiting into a residential area.  

It should be noted though, that our area will be impacted by some of the rural area policies which 

are not entirely satisfactory and an amount of tightening up will be required by way of 

Neighbourhood Plans. The Local Plan evidence base in relation to landscape impact and heritage 

impact are wholly unsatisfactory and the data from NPs on views and heritage setting will be 

helpful in the determination of future planning applications. 

Other Matters 

A major issue at the moment relates to the maintenance of the Council’s social housing stock. At 

present this is undertaken by a joint venture with Norse but the arrangement is due to end shortly 

and a re-tendering will seek the appointment of a new contractor whose work will be monitored by 

an in-house Property Services Team. The total contract value is estimated at about £8m with a 

budget of £400,000 applied to the in-house service.  

There have in fact been major problems with housing stock maintenance that have recently come 

to light. These relate principally to mould in Council flats and fire safety issues. These are being 

addressed but there will inevitably be disputes with contractors as to liability. 

Further actions currently taking place relate to the activities of the Community Safety Partnership. 

This forum contains representatives of various agencies including police, fire service, NHS, and the 

Probation Service. Its work is being reviewed and developed but includes the ‘Crucial Crew’ 

initiative, Speed Watch and the establishment of SOS Hubs. 

 
APPENDIX B 

LEPC 

THE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN – UPDATE  

Some Members might feel that news from UDC have been dominated in recent months by mention of  

progress concerning the Local Plan. This is the inevitable consequence of important steps being taken to  

advance its progress. Its significance cannot be understated, bearing in mind the critical role played by it  

in providing for housing, employment and infrastructure policies in the District through until 2041. These  

will affect not only today’s residents and businesses but those yet to come.  

By way of an update, I am glad to report that Uttlesford’s Regulation 19 Local Plan was in the event  

approved on 30th July at Full Council, enabling it to proceed to a further consultation which will now run  

until 14th October. After this, the Plan with supporting evidence base (running to thousands of pages)  
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together with the responses made in that consultation, will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.  

They will review everything in an Examination in Public, and after hearing further representations from all  

interested parties, will decide if the plan is “sound” ie complies with the legal requirements and meets  

both the housing requirements as set by the Government and also the employment needs for the District.  

Then, possibly containing recommended modifications, it will come back to Council to adopt. Hopefully,  

this will happen during 2025 so that it can be adopted with the least possible delay and then, finally, come  

into binding effect. 

So, the importance of having an up-to-date Local Plan cannot be overstated; the District desperately needs  

to take control of its own development future rather than have it come about by happenstance at the  

hands of speculators, as has occurred. In fact, 8,614 dwellings have obtained planning consent  

across the District in this way since 2021. 

By coincidence, on 30th July, the same day the council were to vote to approve the Plan to go forward, the  

new Government announced its intention to make substantial changes to its “housing numbers” ie the  

requirement for District Councils to plan for a given level of development and also to the National Planning  

Policy Framework.  

At Council, unfortunately, all four LibDem members proposed an amendment to the draft plan (involving  

the omission of some 250 houses in the proposed allocation in Takeley, but which would lead to an  

arbitrary and non-specific redistribution elsewhere). Despite strong representations from John, as the  

Cabinet Member responsible for the Local Plan, that this unevidenced and unjustified last-minute proposal  

would cause further delay and would also bring into effect the latest housing numbers requirement of the  

Government, resulting in an additional 11% housing allocation for our District, this proposed amendment 

was persisted in. Fortunately, it was defeated.  

However, on the main motion to proceed, the Conservatives (with two exceptions and one exception 

being from the Lib Dems) still opposed it. In consequence, the Regulation 19 Local Plan  

was permitted to proceed to the next stage by a majority vote of 24 members in favour with 12 against.  



P a g e  | 20 

 

Page | 20  
 

Residents may now wish to respond to this final consultation stage, and the relevant link is at  

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/reg-19-consultation. 

The current version of the Local Plan contains, as was previously commented on by us, not only policies  

about the locations where development is in principle capable of being advanced, but also very important  

and progressive policies (aimed to be in excess of national standards) concerning:  

• the carbon make-up of new buildings  

• their energy efficiency  

• Bio-Diversity Net Gain  

• high quality design  

• protection of the green and blue environments  

• housing mix in way of size and tenure and for social housing.  

In these respects, policies are being set to encourage the construction of smaller and thus more 

“affordable homes” in order to meet the need of so many aspiring new home makers (both owners and  

renters). The ability of house builders to construct larger 4/5 bed roomed houses which generate greater  

profits for them than smaller units will hopefully through innovative policies be contained. 

Stebbing is naturally classified as a “Larger Village” in terms of the spatial policies provided for in the Local  

Plan – this reflects not merely its population size but also the range and type of facilities provided and  

contained within the Parish. Its draft allocation of housing amounting to 109 dwellings isto be undertaken  

over the life of the Local Plan ie until 2041 and the task of determining where and how this will come  

about will be undertaken as part of the review of the Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan. It might be noted  

that the ”smaller villages” having much fewer/more limited facilities and services than those in the Larger  

Villages, and which for this purpose include Little Dunmow and Flitch Green, will fall under the definition  

of “countryside” in spatial terms and thus not required to supply sites for development, other than by  

way of infill. 

Paper copies of the Local Plan will be available to view at the district council’s offices in Saffron Walden,  
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at local libraries and the Parish Council has been provided with a copy also and a briefing to be able to  

assist members of the public in their own review and possible input. 

We do not anticipate reporting further on this subject, except briefly concerning timetables etc, when the  

next stage(s) of the Local Plan making has been announced ie the process set for the Examination in Public  

by the Planning Inspectorate, that being entirely in its rather than UDC’s control.  

FIVE YEAR HOUSING LAND SUPPLY 

Remaining on the subject of Planning however, and it is a topic applicable until a new Local Plan is adopted  

and in place, we have reported to your Planning Committee the publication of the latest Five Years  

Housing Land Supply for the District. What is that and why is it relevant? 

The Council is now in a position to “demonstrate” a housing land supply of 4.12 years for the period  

2024/25 - 2028/29. This means that there are just over 4 years’ “worth” of housing planning permissions  

already granted and likely to lead to that volume of housing (675 pa per the “Standard Method”, uplifted  

to 810 pa including the Government’ imposed 20% buffer) being built in that five year period. 

For so long as the current NPPF remains applicable, that represents a possible means of disapplying the  

presumption in favour of development (the so called “Tilted Balance”). However, the Government’s  

proposed reforms to the NPPF will amend this provision and the District will then again be required to  

demonstrate a five year supply which on current projections we would not be able to meet, resulting in  

the Tilted Balance being applied once gain, until at least the time that we shall have an adopted Local  

Plan. Only then shall we be in a position to withstand the presumptions just described. 

A fuller account of the details involved is to be found here:  

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/7051/Housing-Trajectory-and-Five-Year-Land-Supply 

Martin 

Cllr Martin Foley 

 Member for Thaxted Division- Essex County Council 

Covering the Parishes of …… 
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Ashdon,  Broxted,  Debden,  Felsted,   Flitch Green, 

Great Easton, The Sampfords, Hadstock, Hempstead,  

Lindsell, Little Bardfield, Little Dunmow, Little Easton, 

Radwinter,  Sewards End, Stebbing, Thaxted, Wimbish 

cllr.Martin.Foley@essex.gov.uk 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/ 

 Chairman   -  Uttlesford District Council 

Thaxted and The Eastons Ward Councillor 

cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/ 

 APPENDIX C 

CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE – LITTLE EASTON PC 

25 SEPTEMBER 2024 

The external Auditor provided council with a clean bill of health for 23-24 Accounting and Governance return. 

Documents that were being stored in the hall store room will be delivered to the Essex Records Office for public 
archive. 

There has been an unauthorised use of the playing-field by a commercial organisation that paid a small sum of money 
into the parish council bank account. I have requested their account details to return the money but to no avail, what 
would council like to do with the funds? 

THREE funding requests have come in since the publication of the Agenda. 

Firstly council has been invited by EHAAT to once again make a donation would you like to support them once again? 

Secondly The CPRE have invited you to renew your subscription at £36 and or any additional sum you wish? 

Lastly the Defibrillator on the Stag PH wall is managed by a local volunteer, Jenny Green, taking weekly checks and 
reporting them to the Ambulance service via the Webnos system. They have ever reducing funds to complete the 
necessary repairs and renewals and have come to the council for financial support as the pads and battery are soon to 
be replaced and they do not have sufficient funds.  

A resident raised several continuing concerns with the business Little Swimming operating on Park Road and is urging 
the appropriate authorities for their responses, including UDC Planning, Enforcement and Licensing. My understanding 
is that a Planning application is soon to be published which will allow the parish council and all local residents to 
formally comment on that application. 

Therefore it remains for me to advise that members have received various communications throughout the month 
from those bodies and organisations that support this sector and all other matters are indeed covered by the agenda. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

 
 
 

 

LEPC AUGUST  2024 Finance Statement

Precept 30,000 Budget Net Exp Diff +/-

40,100
Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref Rec Credit Debit VAT Net

Opening Balance 64,715.63 0.00 0.00

01/08/2024 A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv 38473 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00 Lighting

12/08/2024 ActivWeb Website / IT services Inv12519 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00 Web

16/08/2024 Tesco - Peter Bright Grass cutting fuel No 136 FPO Y 28.78 4.80 23.98 PM

21/08/2024 PJ Contracting Aborted contract INV 8731 FPO Y 1,338.00 223.00 1,115.00 PM

27/08/2024 Broadmead Leisure Cradle seat installation Inv 2775 FPO Y 252.00 42.00 210.00 Play Area

27/08/2024 Employee Salary PAYE FPO Y 519.50 519.50 Clerk

27/08/2024 PKF Littlejohn External Audit fee InvSB20240261 FPO Y 252.00 42.00 210.00 Audit

27/08/2024 V Evans Internal Audit Inv 09100037 FPO Y 125.00 125.00 Audit

28/08/2024 Employee WFH Allowance N/A FPO Y 26.00 26.00 Admin

29/08/2024 Scott Forbes Field hire N/A BGC Y 50.00 Income

30/08/2024 SGS Parish maintenance Inv 14-16 &CG 1-2 FPO Y 920.00 920.00 PM

Aug 64765.63 3532.08 323.6 3208.48

Opening Balance 61233.55 0 0

LEPC SEPTEMBER  2024 Finance Statement

Precept 30,000 Budget Net Exp Diff +/-

40,100 12,619.01 -27,481
Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref Rec Credit Debit VAT Net

Opening Balance 61,233.55 0.00 0.00

02/09/2024 A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv 38546 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00 Lighting

03/09/2024 S Benstead Cabinet donation N/A BGC Y 25.00 Income

12/09/2024 ActivWeb Website / IT services Inv 12725 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00 Web

20/09/2024 ICO Subscription ZA278595 DD Y 35.00 35.00 Subs

Broadmead Leisure Play Area inspection Inv 2793 FPO 96.00 16.00 80.00 Play area

SGS Parish maintenance Inv No 17-18 & CG 3 FPO 540.00 540.00 PM

Triton Media - IB 5 reams of paper / 3 Inv 316624 FPO 7.66 1.28 6.39 Stationery

HP Inc - IB Printer Ink / 3 Inv 620770 FPO 4.00 0.67 3.33 Stationery

Employee Travel Sept claim FPO 4.50 4.50 Admin

Employee WFH Allowance N/A SO 26.00 26.00 Admin

Employee Salary PAYE FPO 519.50 519.50 Clerk

Sept 61258.55 1303.46 29.75 1273.72

Opening Balance 59955.09 0 0


