Little Easton Parish Council

IAN BROWN 72 ST. EDMUNDS FIELDS
Parish Clerk GREAT DUNMOW

& Responsible Financial Officer ESSEX CM6 2AN

Email: clerk@littleeaston-pc.gov.uk Tel: 07913 514 589

Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING OF LITTLE EASTON PARISH COUNCIL held at the MEMORIAL HALL on
WEDNESDAY 26 MARCH 2025 AT 7:00PM

Councillor Attendance
Clir Liam Phillips YES
Clir Jacqui English YES
Clir lan Sussams YES
Cllr Emma Wells NO
Clir Simon Benstead YES
Clir Peter Bright YES
Dist ClIr Richard Haynes NO
Cnty ClIr Martin Foley YES

10 member(s) of the public
Clerk — Mr lan Brown

24/112

NOTE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Emma Wells and Dist Clir Richard Haynes

24/113

WITH REFERENCE TO THIS AGENDA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO DECLARE ANY DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTERESTS, NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE INTERESTS
Interest declared in Item 24/118 relating to Manor road, ClIr Peter Bright and ClIr Simon
Benstead

24/114

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING 29 JANUARY 2025
RESOLUTION — Minutes approved: Proposed Cllr Simon Benstead; Seconded Cllr Jacqui
English

24/115

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Members of the public may raise questions about and comment on items on the Agenda OR of
import. Session is limited to 15 minutes (3 minutes per person with no repetition of a previous
guestion)

» Pavement parking on Duck Street, including in front of the Stag PG, is causing problems
and a hazard to road users

» Speeding remains a problem, suggested traffic calming might be useful

» Residents overgrown hedges forcing pedestrians, including school children to walk in
road

» Mentioned another Speedwatch group further into the village might be useful

»  Parking restrictions on sections of Duck Street might be useful to consider if Highways

are approached

Would No Parking cones be a deterrent to motorists seeking to park

Butchers Pasture footway broken away, need to report to Highways

Request for outside toilet at Mem Hall to be left open to stop members of the public

using the open areas as a toilet, or maybe use of a Portaloo

YV V V
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24/116 RECEIVE THE DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cnty Clir Martin Dist ClIr Richard Haynes — Report APPENDIX A

Foley left at Cnty Cllr Martin Foley report —

7:52pm N.B. ClIr Foley provides members throughout the month with regular updates on activities such
as Highways and other agencies

Highways — Putting continuing pressure on Highways for various works to be completed within
the parish, including potholes, pathway surfacing, speed signs and finger posts. Devolution of
Essex should bring that newly reorganised Authority closer to the coal face of services.

24/117 NOTE CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE

Reported on a resident’s concern with speeding through the village and condition of the
junction of Park Road with the entrance to Ravens Farm, noted Utility works at the junction
seemingly not finished.

All other matters are covered by the Agenda

24/118 FINANCE — RECEIVE STATEMENT & AGREE PAYMENTS — REVIEWED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE
COUNCIL PRIOR TO THIS MEETING COMMENCING

RESOLUTION — Approve Finance Statements and agree payments: Proposed Clir Simon
Benstead; Seconded ClIr Peter Bright

Finance reports — APPENDIX B

24/118(i) - APPOINT AUTHORISER

Clir Simon Benstead appointed payments Authoriser

24/118(ii) — COUNCILLORS TO NOTE RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT

Duly noted

24/118(iii) — UPDATE ON CHANGE OF STREET LIGHTING ENERGY SUPPLIER FOR A 12 MONTH
CONTRACT TO SSE ENERGY — AWAITING FIRST BILLING

Ongoing but soon to be resolved by SSE

24/118(iv) - UPDATE ON PROJECT PROGRESS OR COMPLETION TO DATE
A) MANOR ROAD KERBING WORKS c. £15,000, (AGREE TO ASSOCIATED GRASS
RESEEDING COST AT C. £TBA) — Council advised at meeting of cost at £160

RESOLUTION - Council approved expenditure of £160 to reseed area in question:
Proposed ClIr lan Sussams; Seconded ClIr Peter Bright
CLERK to ACTION

B) VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED SIGNS AT c. £10,000
Ongoing awaiting Licence from Essex Legal Services

C) UPGRADE TO A FULLY PC OPERATED WEBSITE c. £2,000, CLLRS TO REPORT ON PAGES
TO BE CONSIDERED FOR REMOVAL
Members asked to review site and comment by end of March; Clerk to then liaise with
Web support contractor to progress the item

24/118(v) — CONFIRM APPOINTMENT OF ANN WOODS AS INTERNAL AUDITOR
RESOLUTION — Confirm appointment of Ann Woods: Proposed Clir Simon Benstead; Seconded
ClIr lan Sussams

24/118(vi) — CONSIDER REQUEST TO FUND ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION FOR DEFIBRILLATOR
MOUNTED ON MEMORIAL HALL WALL
No longer required, work now completed

24/118(vii) — PC TO AGREE TO CONTRIBUTE 1/3RD OF THE COST OF THE VE DAY
COMMEMORATION WITH THE MEMORIAL HALL ORGANISING AND CONTRIBUTING THE
REMAINING 2/3RDS
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Memorial Hall representatives outlined plans for the week-day event, budgeted circa £500 -
£600

RESOLUTION — Agree PC contribute 1/3 of cost up to a maximum of £500: Proposed Clir Peter
Bright; Seconded Cllr lan Sussams

24/118(viii) - APPROVE BUDGET OF £6K FOR 6 PLANTERS INC PLANTING. APPOINT SOMEONE
TO SOURCE OPTIONS FOR 6 X NEW PLANTERS WITH BUILT IN WATER RESERVOIR. RESPOND
TO COUNCIL WITH PROPOSAL

RESOLUTION — Approve budget of £6,000: Proposed ClIr Peter Bright; Seconded Cllr Jacqui
English.

ClIr lan Sussams lan to source options and manage project

24/118(ix) — CONSIDER AND AGREE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BROADMEAD LEISURE RE 6 X
GRASS MATS FOR ENTRANCE (£350), MISSING CAP FOR SEE-SAW (£5) AND ADJUSTMENT TO
AERIAL RUNWAY (£70)

RESOLUTION — Approved; Proposed ClIr lan Sussams; Seconded ClIr Liam Phillips

CLERK to ACTION

24/118(x) — REVIEW AND AGREE THE CONTINUED USE OF DD PAYMENT METHOD FOR
UTILITIES, LIGHTING MAINTENANCE AND WEBSITE SUPPORT. AND FOR THE USE OF SO / FPO /
BACS PAYMENTS TO ALL OTHER SUPPLIERS / STAFF

RESOLUTION — Approve the continued use of such payment methods: Proposed Clir Simon
Benstead; Seconded CllIr Peter Bright

24/119

PLANNING — REVIEW AND COMMENT ON ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS OR
APPEALS AND OUTCOMES OR PREVIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

UPDATE ON LITTLE BARNS RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION - Planning permission refused based
on Highways access concerns; now pending any Appeal

Denbury Homes — Confirmation they only made a financial contribution to the LECC but despite
reasoned requests from both entities neither the PC or Memorial Hall were offered any financial
support

24/120

24/120(i) — CONFIRM CRICKET CLUB GRASS CUTTING CONTRIBUTION BILLING BASIS FOR 2024
Billed and have deposited £511.20 into the PC account

24/121

RECEIVE UPDATE ON PURCHASE OF BODYCAM FOR SPEEDWATCH GROUP
Item purchased, Speedwatch group has Bodycam

24/122

REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
PLAY AREA - ClIr Peter Bright & ClIr Simon Benstead
Sensory chime bells installed and being used by visitors to the play area

PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL- CliIr Simon Benstead
Nothing urget to report. To note spring water still flowing down Duck street past the memorial

24/123

AGREE ENGAGEMENT OF ARBORIST TO REVIEW CURRENT STATE OF TREES AND RECEIVE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE WORKS

RESOLUTION — Agree engagement of Arborist: Proposed Clir Peter Bright; Seconded Clir Jacqui
English

CLERK to ACTION to source options on pricing to produce tree condition report

24/124

DISCUSS DAMAGE TO VERGE IN FRONT OF SOUTH-WEST PLANTER CAUSED BY FARMER WHEN
HEDGE-CUTTING. CONSIDER REQUEST TO FARMER TO ‘MAKE GOOD’
No Action to be taken on this matter
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24/125 TO NOTE MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Nothing to review

24/126 ASSIGN RESPONSIBILITY TO REVIEW EXISTING LITTER BINS IN THE PARISH, THEIR LOCATION
AND NEW LOCATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL LITTER BINS.
N.B. LITTLE EASTON MANOR HAS INSTALLED ADDITIONAL LITTER BINS
Cllr Jacqui English looking into the matter

24/127 AGREE ADOPTION OF AGREEMENT SPECIFYING THE USE OF THE PLAYING-FIELD AND PLAY
AREA BY THOSE HIRING THE MEMORIAL HALL - DOCUMENT CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS
RESOLUTION — Agree adoption of the Agreement: Proposed Cllr Peter Bright; Seconded Clir
Simon Benstead
Copy of agreement to be forwarded to the Memorial Hall committee

24/128 CONSIDER INSTALLATION OF GUARD RAILS ALONG NEWLY LAID FOOTWAY ALONG MANOR
ROAD
To cover areas between “ramps” to stop vehicles mounting the path via the ramps, Clir Simon
Benstead to source and report back on options

24/129 AGREE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY AND ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD IN MAY ON
THE SAME EVENING
Clerk to email Mem Hall to request swap May 28 with May 21, awaiting response

24/130 ITEMS OF REPORT OR FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AGENDA
Any to be notified to the Clerk in due course
24/130(i)- CONFIRM NEXT CONTRIBUTORS TO 5P MAGAZINE TO COVER APRIL, MAY AND JUNE
Clir Peter Bright to produce next contribution followed by Cllr Simon Bright and Clir Jacqui
English

24/131 DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) — TBC - CLOSE
9pm

SIBNEM....c ittt st s sss s s ess s e e ses sassnssas ssnass senasansrasens (D 1 - O
APPENDIX A

THAXTED AND THE EASTONS

Ward Councillor’s report — March 2025

This note is just to provide a brief update on District Council activity following the budget meeting and the recent

Extraordinary meeting to discuss local government reform. It deals with some of the topics debated and decisions

taken.

Business Rates Relief

Reliefs from business rates can be divided into those that are mandatory (imposed by central government) and those

that are discretionary

(decided on by UDC). UDC does however have to vote on all of them. There was discussion on

relief for private schools which has been withdrawn by central government. To have continued with relief for private

schools in Uttlesford would have cost the Council in the order of £165,000 so relief was discontinued (although there is

government-sanctioned relief for schools that are predominantly focussed on special needs). Central government has

also reduced relief to the retail, hospitality and leisure sector from 75% to 40%.
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Hackney Carriage Fares

It was decided to increase hackney carriage fares in line with what had been requested by the operators. This is
probably only of interest to anyone wanting to hail a cab in the street!

Pay Policy Statement

Local authorities are required to present a statement on pay policy and whilst there was a brief discussion on this, the
outcome of negotiations between the Local Government Association and the unions was still awaited and there were
therefore no conclusions that could be reached.

The Budget

There were 25 recommendations attaching to the budget debate. It was agreed to take them en bloc which was a bit of
a shame as | had particular concerns over the recommendations over the imposition of a 100% council tax premium to
be levied on second and empty homes which could result in some genuine hardships. | am, however, continuing a
discussion on this with the Interim Director of Finance to establish policy which will iron out some of the anomalies and
unintended consequences.

The Council obviously has to set a budget based on a series of assumptions with regard to future economic growth,
interest rates, government funding, etc. There is an additional problem this year however, due to the threats and
uncertainties associated with Local Government Reform. All that can be done however is to ignore it for the time being
and proceed as if it wasn’t happening.

The eventual conclusion on the budget figures was a deficit of £854,000 which will have to be paid out of reserves and
savings. A piece of good news, though, is that UDC has eventually caught up with its accounts with final auditor sign-
offs. This therefore now provides clarity with regard to the Council’s reserves.

Overall, it is probably a cautious budget which reflects the current economic climate and uncertainties.
County Council Elections

At the end of the Budget meeting there was a members’ motion proposed by the two independents. This was in relation
to the decision by Essex County Council to delay elections for a year and the concern that one year could become three.
The motion was that the Council should request that its four County Councillors resign at the end of their allotted term
in order to create by-elections. Council voted for the motion (much to the surprise of its proposers!) but it cannot be
regarded as anything more than a token gesture and protest vote. Nothing will come of it.

Local Government Reform

At an extraordinary meeting on the 19th March there was discussion about the Council’s position with regard to a
response to government over the proposed re-organisation. A joint letter had been drafted to be submitted by all of the
Essex authorities and a vote was taken as to whether the Leader should be a signatory to it. The letter was inadequate
in many respects but was presented as a ‘take it or leave it” with no scope to amend. Whilst this was highly
unsatisfactory the motion passed and it was agreed that the Leader should be a signatory to the letter which really
commits to nothing but does at least get Uttlesford a place at the negotiating table.

Land East of Highwood Quarry

| got a first glimpse of the preliminary master plan for the Land Securities development. They are proposing to meet
with Little Easton Parish Council so | won’t go into any detail here. | did get reassurance though, that they were not
proposing to develop on the Countess of Warwick showground and they do seem to have allowed for a substantial
cordon sanitaire between any development and the church and Park Road ‘cluster’.
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APPENDIX B

LEPC FEBRUARY 2025 Finance Statement

Precept 30,000 Budget NetExp  Diff +/-
40,100| 36,402.08 -3,698
Date ppli Description Invoice FPO/DD [Min Ref [Rec |Credit Debit VAT Net
Opening Balance 70,173.54 0.00 0.00
03/02/2025|A&J Lighting Alms House lamp repair |Inv38951 DD Y 292.80 48.80 244.00|Lighting
03/02/2025|A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv 38998 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00|Lighting
12/02/2025 |ActivWeb Website / IT services 13528|DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00(Web
20/02/2025|P J Contracting Manor road works INV 8782 FPO Y 18,937.20 3,156.20 15,781.00|Maintenance
20/02/2025|Employee Salary PAYE FPO Y Clerk
28/02/2025|Employee WFH Allowance N/A SO Y 26.00 26.00(Admin
28/02/2025|Unity Trust Bank Service charge N/A DD Y 6.00 6.00|Admin
Feb 70,173.54 19,869.95 3,216.80 16,653.15
Opening Balance 50,303.59 0.00 0.00
LEPC MARCH 2025 Finance Statement
Precept 30,000 Budget NetExp  Diff +/-
40,100| 39,282.63 -817
Date li Description Invoice FPO/DD |Min Ref |Rec |Credit Debit VAT Net
Opening Balance 50,303.59 0.00 0.00
03/03/2025|A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv 39062 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00|Lighting
03/03/2025|1B - Amazon Bodycam BODYCAM 101288 FPO Y 161.49 26.92 134.57|Admin
03/03/2025 |Broadmead Leisure Qrtly playarea inspection |INV 2880 FPO Y 96.00 16.00 80.00(Play area
04/03/2025|Broadmead Leisure Chimes installation INV 2881 CHIMES FPO Y 1,920.00 320.00 1,600.00(Play area
12/03/2025|ActivWeb Website / IT services v 13931 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00{Web
24/03/2025 |EastonsCC Grass cutting 24 season |LEPC-LECC 2024 BGC Y 511.20 Income
SGS Grass cutting 24 season |LEPC areas FPO 160.00 160.00|Grass
SGS Grass cutting 24 season |LECC areas FPO 220.00 220.00(Grass
HP Inc UK - 1B HP Ink Inv 402029 FPO 4.00 0.67 3.33|Stationery
Employee Salary PAYE FPO 537.15 537.15|Clerk
CloudNext Ltd Gov domain hosting 1nv238006 FPO 60.00 10.00 50.00{Web
Employee WFH Allowance N/A NeJ 26.00 26.00(Admin
Unity Trust Bank Service charge N/A DD 6.00 6.00|Bank
Employee Expenses N/A FPO 4.50 4.50|Admin
0.00 0.00
Mar 50,814.79 3,265.94 385.39 2,880.55
Opening Balance 47,548.85 0.00 0.00
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