Little Easton Parish Council

IAN BROWN 72 ST. EDMUNDS FIELDS
Parish Clerk GREAT DUNMOW

& Responsible Financial Officer ESSEX CM6 2AN

Email: clerk@littleeaston-pc.gov.uk Tel: 07913 514 589

Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING OF LITTLE EASTON PARISH COUNCIL held at the MEMORIAL HALL on
WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7:00PM

Councillor Attendance
VACANT

Clir Jacqui English YES

Clir lan Sussams YES

Cllr Emma Wells NO - work

Clir Simon Benstead YES

Clir Peter Bright YES

Dist ClIr Richard Haynes YES

Cnty Cllr Martin Foley NO- charity event

5 member(s) of the public
Clerk — Mr lan Brown

24/070

NOTE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received as per above Attendance register

24/071

WITH REFERENCE TO THIS AGENDA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO DECLARE ANY DISCLOSABLE
PECUNIARY INTERESTS, NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE INTERESTS
Interest declared for Item 24/076(iv) - Manor road by Clirs Simon Benstead and Peter Bright

24/072

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING 25 SEPTEMBER AND EGM 11 OCTOBER 2024
RESOLUTION - both sets of minutes approved: Proposed ClIr lan Sussams; Seconded Clir Simon
Benstead

24/073

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Members of the public may raise questions about and comment on items on the Agenda OR of
import. Session is limited to 15 minutes (3 minutes per person with no repetition of a previous
guestion)

Small commercial vehicle parked in Memorial Hall car park — request for owners contact number
to be shared with the MHMC in case it needs removing and it would be a courtesy for any
vehicle parked in the car park, the owner not hiring the Hall, to both request permission of the
MHMC and advise their contact details

24/074

Dist ClIr Richard
Haynes left at
7:13pm

RECEIVE THE DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cnty Cllr Martin Foley had advised his apologies as attending his supported charity event this
evening, The Foodbank

Dist ClIr Richard Haynes — Report at APPENDIX A

24/075

NOTE CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE
Most matters covered by the Agenda other than a request from (Uttlesford Association of Local
Councils) UALC to subscribe at £5 per annum (Council approved membership)
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Resident suggestion that the PC consider having the unmade section of Manor Road metallised
and a second resident suggested the installation of speed indicator signs.

A resident complained about the Laundry Lane football club and its growth in use and growing
number of visitors, asked whether it would be better suited relocated to the proposed new
pitches in Dunmow once the associated development is finished.

The Defibrillator pads required renewal and that invoice will be forwarded to the PC now the PC
has adopted the running costs of the unit.

24/076

FINANCE — RECEIVE STATEMENT & AGREE PAYMENTS — REVIEWED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE
COUNCIL PRIOR TO THIS MEETING COMMENCING

APPENDIX B

RESOLUTION - Approve finance statements and agree payments: Proposed CllIr lan Sussams;
Seconded Cllr Peter Bright

24/076(i) - APPOINT AUTHORISER
Clir Peter Bright duly appointed Authoriser

24/076(ii) — COUNCILLORS TO NOTE RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT
Noted

24/076(iii) — UPDATE ON CHANGE OF STREET LIGHTING ENERGY SUPPLIER FOR A 12 MONTH
CONTRACT TO SSE ENERGY — AWAITING FIRST BILLING
SSE Finance are looking into the matter

24/076 (iv) - UPDATE ON PROJECT PROGRESS OR COMPLETION TO DATE
A) MANOR ROAD KERBING WORKS c. £15,000
Gigaclear now presented “letter of comfort” to satisfy the PC and the Contractor
against accidental damage to fibre under the proposed works, however works cost
have now been increased by the Contractor by some £2,000.
Clirs lan Sussams and Jacqui English agreed with the increase, Clirs Peter Bright and
Simon Benstead declined to comment due to their declared interest

B) VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED SIGNS AT c. £10,000
Cnty ClIr Martin Foley sent the office his support for the scheme to allow the

Clerk to submit formal application to Highways, council awaits an initial
response

C) UPGRADE TO A FULLY PC OPERATED WEBSITE c. £2,000
Pending further progress as a result of the Accessibility webinar training prepared by
the Clerk’s Association, to be held on 11 December

24/076(v) — AGREE RISK REGISTER REVIEW AND PRODUCING OUTLINE THREE YEAR BUDGET AS
RECOMMENDED IN THE RISK REGISTER

RESOLUTION - Agree Risk Register review and outline Budget completion: Proposed Clir Peter
Bright; Seconded ClIr Simon Benstead

24/076(vi) — NOTE AND APPROVE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CLERK PAY AWARD BACKDATED TO
APRIL 2024 AT 60p PER HOUR

(CORRECTED TO 63p)

RESOLUTION -Approve pay award: Proposed Clir lan Sussams; Seconded ClIr Peter Bright —
unanimous agreement
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24/076(vii) — CONSIDER REQUEST FROM CITIZENS ADVICE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
RESOLUTION — Approve grant award of £100: Proposed ClIr Jacqui English; Seconded ClIr Simon
Benstead — unanimous agreement

24/077

PLANNING — REVIEW AND COMMENT ON ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS OR
APPEALS AND OUTCOMES OR PREVIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

UTT/24/2739/LB

PROPOSAL: Installation of aluminium framed secondary glazing to the front, rear and side
elevations.

LOCATION: Portways Park Road

Comment date 06 December 2024

NO OBJECTIONS

CONSIDER APPLICATION TO HIGHWAYS FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE 30MPH LIMIT ON PARK
ROAD TO INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO A POINT FROM ITS JUNCTION WITH DUCK STREET UP
TO AND INCLUDING THE CONSERVATION AREA

No action to be taken at present

24/078

AGREE OUTLINE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR HIRE OF THE RECREATION GROUND
To be further reviewed by members before final approval

24/079

RECEIVE UPDATE ON SUITABLE BODYCAM PURCHASE OPTIONS — CLLR IAN SUSSAMS
Prices range from £45 to £145, ClIr lan Sussams to forward link to Clerk for the £145 device
RESOLUTION — Members approved purchase of one Bodycam at £145: Proposed Clir lan
Sussams; Seconded ClIr Peter Bright — CLERK to ACTION

24/080

REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

PLAY AREA - Clir Peter Bright & ClIr Simon Benstead

No storm damage

PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL- Clir Simon Benstead

Clerk to speak to contractor re works outstanding or not being completed as per service level
agreement and to request invoicing listing items completed and not simply a general, total
invoice

24/081

RECEIVE UPDATE ON LECC LICENCE REVIEW - CLLRS EMMA WELLS & PETER BRIGHT
An aspect to be rewritten for ClIrs to consider and review prior to final contract produced and
signed but in general the CC and PC are now at a point of agreement

24/082

RECEIVE UPDATE ON CURRENT TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR RE FINAL VISIT AND
CONSIDER NEXT ACTIONS

Ground still too wet for final visit; consider any future action and future contract needs once this
contract is completed

24/083

RECEIVE UPDATE FROM CLLRS APPOINTED TO REVIEW THE EMERGENCY PLAN
Clerk to circulate and publish public and restricted versions

24/084

TO NOTE MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Nothing to note

24/085

ITEMS OF REPORT OR FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AGENDA
Precept meeting to be agreed before January meeting
24/085(i)- CONFIRM NEXT CONTRIBUTOR TO 5P MAGAZINE
Simon Benstead to produce contribution

24/086

DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) — 27 JANUARY 2025 - CLOSE
08:50pm
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APPENDIX A

November 2024

District Councillor’s Report

Just a few brief matters to report:
Local Government Administration

There has been some speculation (and given credence by a brief reference in the budget speech) to the merger of some
Essex districts to create more Unitary Authorities. At the same time there has been a suggestion of the appointment of
a mayor to Essex. It is important to stress that this is only speculation and there are no plans for an imminent re-
organisation.

Peer Challenge

The workings of Uttlesford District Council are to be subject to peer review with representatives from other authorities
assessing the way in which services are provided. They will be attending a series of ‘focus groups’ in early December. |
am attending one group meeting next week.

Winter Fuel Allowance

Following a motion brought by the Lib Dem group the Leader wrote to the Prime Minister asking that the decision on
the winter fuel allowance be re-considered. She has stressed the fact that as a rural district there is a heavy reliance on
oil fired heating. A response has been received but obviously, it will make no difference.

Planning Matters

. Planning and Enforcement training has been offered to members and parishes at 6.00pm on 25 November in
the Council Chamber and 27" November at the Banana Depot. | went to the first session. Nothing revelatory,
but probably worth attending the second session if you get the chance.

. The Regulation 19 Local Plan draft is being submitted for examination but arguments still rumble on. The two
most contentious elements are the housing allocation at Henham (contentious because it is there to fullfill
Elsenham’s housing requirement) and the employment allocation to the rear of Taylor’s Farm in Takeley Street
where the principal concern is HGVs accessing the site via what is essentially a residential area. | have
submitted a formal question for the next Full Council in relation to the latter issue asking whether UDC will
consider making a proposed modification to the draft to provide better access arrangements. A report on
progress is also being made to the Scrutiny Committee next week.

. The other significant concern relates to the setting up by the government of the New Towns’ Task Force
charged with exploring opportunities for the development of new settlements. It is almost inevitable that
Easton Park will be back on the agenda in one form or another particularly with Kate Barker as the group’s
deputy chairman who, as a local (ish) resident will no doubt have it uppermost in her mind.
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APPENDIX B

LEPC OCTOBER 2024 Finance Statement

Precept 30,000 Budget NetExp  Diff +/-
40,100
Date li Description Invoice FPO/DD |Min Ref |Rec |Credit Debit VAT Net
Opening Balance 74,801.09 0.00 0.00
01/10/2024|A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv 38635 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00
07/10/2024|UDC Grant award - Chimes N/A BGC Y 1,480.00
10/10/2024|ActivWeb Website / IT services Inv 12922 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00
11/10/2024|Broadmead Leisure Fence repair Inv 2803 FPO Y 114.00 19.00 95.00
11/10/2024|HMRC Qrtr NIC PAYE FPO Y 216.20 216.20
23/10/2024|SLCC Accessibility webinar Inv BK218205-1 FPO Y 54.00 9.00 45.00
23/10/2024|RBL Wreath and donation EDNO5 FPO Y 100.00 100.00
28/10/2024|Employee WFH Allowance N/A Ne] Y 26.00 26.00
28/10/2024|HP Ink - 1B Instant Ink share Inv30555 FPO Y 4.00 0.67 3.33
28/10/2024|Employee Travel expenses Oct claim FPO Y 4.50 4.50
28/10/2024 |Employee Salary PAYE FPO Y
31/10/2024|SGS Parish maintenance Inv18&20, CC Inv4 FPO Y 540.00 540.00
Oct 76281.09 1649 40.47 1608.53
Opening Balance 74632.09 0 0
LEPC NOVEMBER 2024 Finance Statement
Precept 30,000 Budget NetExp  Diff +/-
40,100 15,616.52| -24,483
Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD [Min Ref [Rec |Credit Debit VAT Net
Opening Balance 74,626.69 0.00 0.00
01/11/2024|A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance Inv 38713 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00
12/11/2024|ActivWeb Website / IT services Inv 13213 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00
07/11/2024|Unity Bank Internal transfer N/A BGC Y |[1000]
HP Inc UK Ltd - IB Instant Ink Inv 98680 FPO 4.00 0.67 3.33
SGS PM & Grass cutting Invs 4,21 & 22 FPO 508.00 508.00
Employee Salary & backpay PAYE FPO
Employee Travel Nov claim FPO 4.50 4.50
Employee WFH Allowance N/A S/0 26.00 26.00
UALC Subscription 24-25 FPO 5.00 5.00
Nov 74,626.69 1,273.05 12.47 1,260.58
Opening Balance 73,353.64 0.00 0.00
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