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Little Easton Parish Council 
 

 
IAN BROWN         72 ST. EDMUNDS FIELDS 
Parish Clerk         GREAT DUNMOW 
& Responsible Financial Officer       ESSEX CM6 2AN 
Email: clerk@littleeaston-pc.gov.uk      Tel: 07913 514 589 
 
Minutes of the COUNCIL MEETING OF LITTLE EASTON PARISH COUNCIL held at the MEMORIAL HALL on 
WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 2025 AT 7:00PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 member(s) of the public 
Clerk – Mr Ian Brown 
 

24/096 NOTE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None necessary, all present 

  

24/097 WITH REFERENCE TO THIS AGENDA MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO DECLARE ANY DISCLOSABLE 
PECUNIARY INTERESTS, NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE INTERESTS 
Interests declared by Cllrs Simon Benstead, Peter Bright and newly co-opted Liam Phillips re. 
Item 24/103(v) – Manor Road 

  

24/098 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC EGM OF 21 DECEMBER 2024            

RESOLUTION – Approve the minutes; Proposed Cllr Ian Sussams; Seconded Cllr Simon 
Benstead 

  

24/099 CO-OPTION – RECEIVE REPRESENTATION FROM COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP CANDIDATES 
STANDING FOR CO-OPTION AND EXISTING MEMBERS TO VOTE ACCORDINGLY 
Mr Liam Phillips duly co-opted onto the council, signed the Acceptance of Office  and took his 
seat with the members 

  

24/100 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
Members of the public may raise questions about and comment on items on the Agenda OR of 
import.  Session is limited to 15 minutes (3 minutes per person with no repetition of a previous 
question) 
 

➢ Litter bins, need for additional bins, number and locations to be confirmed, Cllr J English 
to manage the review – Clerk to seek clarification from UDC on servicing frequency. 

➢ Footpath behind Cricket Pavilion becoming unpassable due to vehicle use- Clerk to seek 
clarification of ownership 

➢ Recent acquisition of vacant property by UDC was mentioned 
  

24/101 Cnty & 
Dist Cllrs left the 

RECEIVE THE DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
Dist Cllr Richard Haynes Full report APPENDIX A 

Councillor Attendance 

Cllr Liam Phillips YES 

Cllr Jacqui English YES 

Cllr Ian Sussams YES 

Cllr Emma Wells YES 

Cllr Simon Benstead YES 

Cllr Peter Bright YES 

Dist Cllr Richard Haynes YES 

Cnty Cllr Martin Foley YES 
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meeting at 
7:33pm 

➢ UDC appointed new contractor working in tandem with large internal work force to 
handle property maintenance. 

➢ Local Plan Inspectors appointed. 
➢ Council Tax bill published, Essex Police enjoying largest increase of funding but propose 

to close this area’s  two local front desks and make redundant all PCSOs 
 

Cnty Cllr Martin Foley 
➢ Introduced proposed Devolution plans and creation of a Unitary Authority, the 

Government White paper on English Devolution is available from the Clerk should 
anyone wish to receive a copy. One potential impact of the current review is the 
possible postponement of the May elections. 

  

24/102 NOTE CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE  
➢ Truvelo confirmed this evening that the revised pole position at Mill End is OK and they 

will send the Clerk a revised location plan to enable a new submission to Highways / ELS 
  

24/103 FINANCE – RECEIVE STATEMENT & AGREE PAYMENTS – REVIEWED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL PRIOR TO THIS MEETING COMMENCING  
 
Finance statement(s) – APPENDIX B 
RESOLUTION – Approve finance statements: Proposed Cllr Peter Bright; Seconded Cllr Simon 
Benstead - unanimous 
 
24/103(i) - APPOINT AUTHORISER  
Cllr Peter Bright 
 
24/103(ii) – APPROVE MAKING PAYMENTS WHEN COUNCIL DOES NOT SIT WITH SUPPORTING 
INVOICES SUBMITTED TO MEMBERS DURING INTERVENING MONTHS 
RESOLUTION – Approve making payments during intervening months: Cllr Peter Bright; 
Seconded Cllr Emma Wells – unanimous 
 
24/103(iii) – COUNCILLORS TO NOTE RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT 
Noted 
 
24/103(iv) – UPDATE ON  CHANGE OF STREET LIGHTING ENERGY SUPPLIER FOR A 12 MONTH 
CONTRACT TO SSE ENERGY – AWAITING FIRST BILLING 
No feedback from SSE Energy, Clerk continues to press for the energy account update 
 
24/103(v) - UPDATE ON PROJECT PROGRESS OR COMPLETION TO DATE 

A) MANOR ROAD KERBING WORKS c. £15,000 
Commenced, quality of works is good. Resultant works requires two poles to be 
purchased and installed, council approved the purchase. 
RESOLUTION – Approve purchase of two sign poles circa £100 each: Proposed Cllr Ian 
Sussams; Seconded Cllr Emma Wells. To be delivered to Cllr Simon Benstead address. 

B) VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED SIGNS AT c. £10,000 
No feedback from Duck Street resident to date, awaiting new location plan for SID at 
Mill End from Truvelo. 

C) UPGRADE TO A FULLY PC OPERATED WEBSITE c. £2,000 
Clerk and current contractor working on a less costly solution. 

 
24/103(vi) – CONFIRM COMPLETED REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF FINANCE REGULATIONS 
RESOLUTION – Confirm review and adoption of Finance Regulations: Proposed Cllr Peter Bright; 
Seconded Cllr Emma Wells 

  

24/104 PLANNING – REVIEW AND COMMENT ON ANY CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS OR 
APPEALS AND OUTCOMES OR PREVIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
None to review 
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24/105 CONSIDER REQUEST TO ROLL THE CRICKET PITCH OUTFIELD 
Council discussed request but the majority did not approve the council making a financial 
contribution but have no objection to the cricket club rolling the area. 
Cllr Ian Sussams wished it noted he was in favour of the council making a financial contribution. 
 
24/105(i) – CONFIRM CRICKET CLUB GRASS CUTTING CONTRIBUTION BILLING BASIS FOR 2024 
Cllr Peter Bright to send to Clerk 

  

24/106 RECEIVE UPDATE ON SUITABLE BODYCAM PURCHASE OPTIONS – CLLR IAN SUSSAMS 
Link to item to be sent to the Clerk for purchase. 

  

24/107 REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS 
PLAY AREA – Cllr Peter Bright & Cllr Simon Benstead 
Nothing to report 
PARISH MAINTENANCE INCLUDING WAR MEMORIAL– Cllr Simon Benstead 
Seemingly no works required at present 

  

24/108 RECEIVE UPDATE ON CURRENT TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR RE FINAL VISIT AND 
CONSIDER FUTURE ACTIONS 
Final works completed; consider requesting an Arborist report before August to assess tree 
stock condition and any future works to note 

  

24/109 TO NOTE MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Nothing to note at present 

  

24/110 ITEMS OF REPORT OR FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AGENDA 
Potential improvements to Manor Road plus sleeping policeman installation 
6 off new planters, 4 for village and 2 on Park road 
Update on proposed litter bin locations 
Update on Glebe Lane ownership 
24/110(i)- CONFIRM NEXT CONTRIBUTORS TO 5P MAGAZINE TO COVER FEBRUARY, MARCH 
AND APRIL 
Cllr Jacqui English to submit article for February edition 
Cllr Emma Wells to submit article for March edition  

  

24/111 DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) –  26 MARCH 2025 – CLOSE 

20:19 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………………….   
 
APPENDIX A 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – JANUARY 2025 

Not a great deal to say this month it being January and our County Councillor being on holiday. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION 

This is the major topic of discussion at the moment. The reorganisation is on two levels – devolution at county level and 

the creation of unitary authorities. Government is proposing an elected mayor for Essex and then a series of unitary 

authorities which will be formed out of combinations of existing districts. There is very little detail at present but Essex 

have expressed an interest in becoming a mayoralty and have applied to postpone elections while their status is 
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resolved. The latter point is controversial. The Conservative administration is saying that they could not hold elections 

while a consultation is going on. I’m not sure that that is true but the fact is that there will be no County Council 

elections this year. With regard to the unitaries, the existing districts will have very little say in what is done to them. 

The most likely outcome is that we would be combined with Harlow and Epping Forest. Central government talks about 

economies of scale but the reality is that there would be no benefits for residents, just more bureaucracy and 

undoubtedly a significant rise in council tax. 

PEER REVIEW 

In the wake of ‘Bingate’ and ‘Ballotgate’ UDC commissioned a peer review of its services, bringing in officers and 

members from other authorities to assess the quality of what is being done.  I attended one of their ‘work-shops’ and I 

did get the impression that it was a worthwhile exercise being conducted well. The report is due any day but the 

preliminary findings have been very favourable. 

 

MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 

You may be aware that there were problems with both day-to-day maintenance and the capital programme, associated 

with the Council’s housing stock. Responsibility rested with a joint venture between the Council and Norse. That 

arrangement has now been terminated and a new contract has recently been let to a wholly outside contractor but 

with a strengthened in-house client group to oversee their work. It is hoped that there will be a significant 

improvement in the service although there may well be a few teething problems during the transition. 

 

PLANNING 

The Regulation 19 draft Local Plan has now been submitted and the appointment of an examiner(s) is awaited. It is not 

ideal and there are problems in several areas but there is little more that we can do about it. At least, this ward is 

spared any major housing development, at least for the time being. 

The big concern on the horizon however, is the setting up by the government of what is being called the New Towns 

Task Force whose remit is to identify suitable sites for new communities. With local resident Kate Barker as its deputy 

chairman one cannot help but worry that Easton Park will again be brought to the fore. 

The revisions to the NPPF were as expected and the most significant amendment as far as UDC is concerned is the 

reinstatement of the 5 year housing land supply requirement (as opposed to the 4 year supply that we briefly benefited 

from). 

COUNCIL TAX 

Everyone should now have had their Council Tax bill. The biggest increase appears to be for the Police. If you are aware 

of residents in particular need there is a support package available where needed.  
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APPENDIX B 
 

 
 

 

LEPC DECEMBER  2024 Finance Statement

Precept 30,000 Budget Net Exp Diff +/-

40,100
Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref Rec Credit Debit VAT Net

Opening Balance 73,777.62 0.00 0.00

02/12/2024 A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance 38824 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00 Lighting

02/12/2024 Citizen Advice Grant award N/A FPO Y 100.00 100.00 S137

12/12/2025 ActivWeb Website / IT services 13321 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00 Web

23/12/2025 Memorial Hall Annual rent Rent 2024(1) BGC Y 25.00 Income

23/12/2025 Broadmead Leisure Qrtly playarea inspection Inv 2848 FPO Y 96.00 16.00 80.00 Play Area

23/12/2025 HP Inc - IB Printer Ink Inv 87581 FPO Y 4.00 0.67 3.33 Stationery

23/12/2025 Employee EGM travel expenses FPO Y 2.25 2.25 Admin

23/12/2025 Employee Salary PAYE FPO Y 537.15 537.15 Clerk

30/12/2025 Employee WFH Allowance N/A SO Y 26.00 26.00 Admin

31/12/2025 Unity Trust Bank Service charge & Interest N/A DD Y 479.37 6.00 6.00 Admin/Income

Dec 74,281.99 842.20 28.47 813.73

Opening Balance Jan-25 73,439.79

LEPC JANUARY 2025 Finance Statement

Precept 30,000 Budget Net Exp Diff +/-

40,100 19,986.93 -20,113
Date Supplier Description Invoice FPO/DD Min Ref Rec Credit Debit VAT Net

Opening Balance 73,439.79 0.00 0.00

02/01/2025 A&J Lighting Lighting maintenance 38896 DD Y 28.80 4.80 24.00 Lighting

09/01/2025 HMRC VAT refund BGC Y 477.23 Income

10/01/2025 ActivWeb Website / IT services 13528 DD Y 42.00 7.00 35.00 Web

13/01/2025 HMRC Tax/Ni 120PP002972252508 FPO Y 135.80 135.80 HMRC

27/01/2025 HMRC Tax/NI 120PP002972252509 FPO Y 55.48 55.48 HMRC

28/01/2025 Employee WFH Allowance N/A SO Y 26.00 26.00 Admin

MHMC Hall hire Jan-Dec 311224 FPO 210.00 210.00 Hall hire

Essex Tree Bros Ltd Final Tree works Inv#2232 FPO 2,700.00 450.00 2,250.00 Tree works

Employee Salary PAYE FPO 537.15 537.15 Clerk

A&J Lighting Alms House lamp repair Inv38951 DD 292.80 48.80 244.00 Lighting

Employee Travel expenses N/A FPO 2.25 2.25 Admin

Jan 73,917.02 4,030.28 510.60 3,519.68

Opening Balance Feb-25 69,886.74


